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Executive Summary  

The Survey  

1. Opinion Research Services (ORS) was commissioned by Wrexham Borough County Council to 
undertake a Survey of School Choice. The survey focused upon the future demand for Welsh 
language primary education among parents/guardians of the cohort of children born between 
September 2005 and August 2006. 

2. A key aim of this survey was to assess if there is a need for Welsh language primary 
education in Wrexham and what factors would influence parentsô decisions on sending their 
child to a Welsh language primary school. 

3. A postal questionnaire was distributed to the parents/guardians of all children within the 
cohort across the Wrexham Borough County Council area.  The survey was distributed to 
1,616 parents/guardians in total , and the Royal Mail returned 47 of these as failed addresses 
reducing the effective sample to 1,569. 

4. Respondents were given the option of returning the questionnaire in a freepost envelope or 
completing the questionnaire online.  In addition, telephone interviews were conducted with a 
sample of non-respondents for whom telephone contact details were available.  In total 661  
completed questionnaires were returned (of which 154 were completed over the telephone). 
The response rate for postal questionnaires was 32%. 

 

Summary Results  

Key  Results  

5. 221 respondents (36%) stated that it would be very or fairly likely that th ey would send their 
child to an existing Welsh language primary school, with 147 (24%) respondents reporting it 
would be very likely.   

6. 269 (44%) respondents felt that it would be very or fairly likely that they would send their 
children to a Welsh language primary school if it were within 2 miles of their own home.   

7. It is unlikely that those who responded to the survey represented a genuine random sample 
of all parents and guardians in Wrexham.  It would be expected t hat those with a greater 
interest in Welsh language education would have been more likely to respond to the survey.   

8. An analysis of respondents shows that those who responded to the initial questionnaire were 
the most inclined to be very likely to want to  send their children to a Welsh language primary 
school.  This would indicate that those with the greatest interest in sending their children to a 
Welsh language primary school were the most likely to respond to the survey.  Therefore, the 
results of this survey cannot simply be extrapolated to the whole population.  

9. However, the telephone survey of non-respondents to the postal questionnaire (who were 
called at random) did still find some parents or guardians who were likely to send their 
children to a Welsh language primary school.  Therefore, it is probable that some of those 
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who did not respond to the survey would also want to send their child to a Welsh language 
primary school.  Therefore, the results presented in this survey represent the minimum 
demand for places in Welsh language primary schools and the true demand is likely to be 
higher. 

 

Other Results  

10. Only 17% (115) of respondents to the survey could speak Welsh, although 25% (163) said 
they could understand spoken Welsh. 101 respondents (15%) said they could read Welsh and 
a further 71 respondents (11%) said they could write Welsh.   

11. Of the respondents who had children who attended a day group, a high  proportion (38%) 
attended an English language day-care nursery or playgroup.  Only 24 respondents (4%) 
send their children to a Welsh language day-care nursery or playgroup. A further 55 attend a 
bilingual group. 

12. For those respondents who do send another child to a primary school in Wrexham, the vast 
majority  (79%)  send them to an English language primary school.  45 (18%)  respondents 
reported that they send their child to a Welsh language primary school, and 11 (4%) of  
respondents stated that they send their child (or children) to both a Welsh and English 
language (bilingual) primary school in Wrexham. 

13. A large proportion of  respondents (89%)  reported that they would like their children to be 
able to speak the Welsh language and 69% of  respondents felt that their child would benefit 
from a Welsh language education. 

14. Those respondents who would be likely to send their children to a Welsh language primary 
school were more likely to feel that the main language used in the school is an important 
factor in deciding which school their children will attend.  This is further evidence that there is 
a demand for a greater provision of Welsh language primary education in Wrexham. 

15. Those respondents who would be likely to send their children to the existing Welsh language 
primary school were more likely to find a longer journey to school acceptable.  This 
represents further evidence that Welsh language education is important to many 
respondents.   

16. 393 respondents (65%) reported that if their children  did attend a Welsh language primary 
school, they would then be very or fairly likely to send them to a Welsh language secondary 
school.  This figure includes almost all respondents who would be likely to send their children 
to a Welsh language primary school.  Therefore, if the capacity for Welsh language primary 
education in Wrexham is to be expanded, there is also likely to be a rise in the demand for 
Welsh language secondary education in the future. 
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1.  Project Overview  

The Survey  

1.1 Opinion Research Services (ORS) was commissioned by Wrexham Borough County Council to 
undertake a Survey of School Choice.  The survey focused on profiling the existing education 
interest of parents in the Wrexham  area.   

1.2 In particular, the survey focused upon the future demand for Welsh language primary 
education among parents/guardians of the cohort of chil dren born between September 2005 
and August 2006.  A key aim of this survey was to assess if there was evidence that another 
Welsh language primary school is necessary in Wrexham.   

1.3 This survey is particularly important given the recent growth in interest in Welsh language 
education, and it should be seen as a vital step to help to plan future education strategies in 
Wrexham. 

Research Methods and Data Sources  

1.4 The central plank of the research strategy to assess the demand for Welsh language primary 
education in Wrexham was a postal questionnaire.   

1.5 ORS was provided with addresses for parents/guardians of all children born between 1st 
September 2005 and 31st August 2006 in the Wrexham Borough County Council area.  These 
addresses were derived from birth records held by Wrexham Local Health Board, and 
represented the contact details at the time of the birth .  Records relating to a total of 1,616  
children were provided. 

1.6 Preliminary analysis of the LHB data alongside the current edited electoral role suggested that 
47 of the contacts were returned as failed addresses. However, despite these concerns, it 
was recognised that this source provided the most accurate data about the survey population.  

1.7 The survey was initially distributed to 1,61 6 parents/guardians in Wrexham Borough County.  
The Royal Mail returned 47 of these (3%) as failed addresses, which reduced the effective 
sample to 1,569. 507 completed questionnaires were returned, yielding a response rate of 
32%. Furthermore, 154 telephone interviews with non -respondents to the postal 
questionnaire were also carried out, meaning a total of 661 questionnaires were completed.  

1.8 Questionnaires were distributed during the week commencing 2nd July 2007.  Respondents 
were given the option of  returning the questio nnaire in a freepost envelope.  Reminder 
questionnaires were sent out to all non -responders in the week commencing 16th July 2007. 

1.9 In addition, 154 telephone interviews were conducted.  The cut-off date fo r returned 
questionnaires was 13th August 2007. 

 

Survey Respondents  
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1.10 Figure 1 to Error! Reference source not found.  on the following pages show the profiles 
of the respondents to the survey. 

1.11 We must remember that the results represent only the views of those who responded to the 
survey.  It is unlikely that those who did respond to the survey represented a genuine 
random sample of all parents and guardians in Wrexham.   

1.12 An analysis of respondents shows that those who responded to the initial questionnaire were 
less  likely to be very likely to want to se nd their children to a Welsh language primary school 
than those who were contacted by telephone.  Only 23% of those who responded to the 
initial questionnaire reported that they were very like ly to send their children to an  existing 
Welsh language primary school compared to 27% who were contacted by phone. 27 % of 
postal respondents would be very likely to send their children to a Welsh language school 
within 2 miles of their home  compared to 33% of those contacted by phone .   

1.13 This would indicate that  it is not necessarily those who responded to the questionnaire 
initially who have the greatest interest in sending their children to a Welsh language primary 
school. Therefore, the results of this survey cannot simply be extrapolated to the whole 
population. 

1.14 However, the random t elephone survey did still find parents or guardians who were likely to 
send their children to a Welsh language primary school.  Therefore, it  is probable that some 
of those who did not respond to the survey would also be likely to want  to send their children 
to a Welsh language primary school.  Therefore, the results presented in this survey 
represent the minimum demand for places in Welsh language primary schools and the true 
demand is likely to be higher.  

1.15 The most important result  to note is that the majority o f respondents, to this survey were not 
able to speak, read or write in Welsh, with a relatively small pro portion of 17% (115  cases) 
stating that they were able to speak, read or write  in Welsh (Figure 1).  Therefore, much of 
the survey is focused upon identifying demand for Welsh language primary education among 
parents/guardians who are not Welsh speakers.  

 

Respondent Profile  

 

Welsh languag e ability ï  

all respondents  
Number of cases  Valid  %  

Able to speak, read or write Welsh 115 17% 

None of the above 546 83% 

Figure 1:  Welsh langua ge ability , by all respondents  

                  Note: Figures may not sum due to rounding  
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Main Language of Household - All Respo ndents  Number of cases  Valid %  

English 640 97% 

Welsh 8 1% 

Other 9 1% 

Not known 4 - 

Figure 2:  Main Language of Household , by all respondents  

                   Note: Figures may not sum due to rounding  

 

National Identity -  All  Respondents  Number of cases  Valid %  

A- Welsh 391 60% 

B- English 90 14% 

C- Scottish 4 1% 

D- Irish 6 1% 

E- British 249 38% 

F- Other 18 3% 

Not Known 4 
 

Figure 3:  National Identity , by all respondents  

                   Note: Figures may not sum due to rounding  

 
 

Ethnicity -  All Respondents  Number of cases  Valid %  

White 633 97% 

Non-white 17 3% 

Not Known 11  

Figure 4:  Ethnicity , by all respondents  

                  Note: Figures may not sum due to rounding  
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 Reporting Findings  

1.16 Graphics are used extensively in this report to make it as user-friendly as possible.  The pie 
charts and other graphics show the proportions (percentages) of respondents making 
relevant answers.  

1.17 From Section 2 onwards in this report the numbers which appear on the charts represent the 
percentage of all respondents who appear in that category.  Please note that the figures may 
not sum to 100% due to rounding.  

1.18 The numbers which appear in brackets on pie-charts are the actual number of respondents in 
that category.  

1.19 Those respondents who answered donôt know, or did not answer the question, are omitted 
unless otherwise stated.  The titles on the graphs refer, where appropriate, to the exact 
question which was asked of the respondent. 

1.20 Some of the discussion involves aggregating categories such as those who are very likely and 
fairly likely to give a composite group who are likely to make a particular choice.  

1.21 For the majority of the questions there is little difference in the responses between t he 
different groups within the sample.  Therefore, the data reported in the charts is for the 
whole sample, with any large discrepancies between different groups noted in the text.  
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2.  Overall Results  

Age of Child ren  

2.1 Respondents were firstly questioned about the number of  children they had currently living 
with them under the age of 2 years.  The majority  (94%) of  respondents had only one child 
under the age of 2 years. 

 

Figure 5: How many children under 2 years of age currently live at this address ? By a ll 
respondents  

 

Three Children

0% (1)

One Child

94% (613)

Two Children

6% (38)
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2.2 Just over half (54%) of the respondents reported that their children did not attend a day-care 
nursery or playgroup. Thirty-eight percent stated that their children attended an English 
language day-care nursery or playgroup.  Twenty-four respondents (4%) send their children 
to a Welsh language day-care nursery or playgroup. 

 

Figure 6: Does this child, or do any of these children, attend any day -care nurser ies or 

playgroups?  By all respondents  

Yes - Both 

English and 

Welsh Language 

Nursery / 

Playgroup

5% (33) Do Not Attend 

Nursery / 

Playgroup

54% (348)

Yes - English 

Language 

Nursery / 

Playgroup

38% (244)

Yes - Welsh 

Language 

Nursery / 

Playgroup

4% (24)
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Other Children  

2.3 Respondents were questioned about any other children currently liv ing with them who 
already attend a primary school in Wrexham.  62% of respondents do not have any children 
attending a primary school in Wrexham. 

2.4 Respondents were asked if they have other children who attend a primary school in 
Wrexham. Among the 38% of respondents that do send children to a primary school, 79% 
(195 cases) send them to an English language school.  Forty-five respondents (18%)  reported 
that they send their child to a Welsh language primary school and only 4% (11 respondents) 
reported that  they send their child to a bilingual language school in Wrexham. 

 

Figure  7: What is the language of the school they attend ?  By all respondents  with children in 
other schools  

 

 

Yes - Bilingual 

school

4% (11)

Yes - English 

medium school

79% (195)

Yes - Welsh 

medium school

18% (45)



 Wrexham Borough County Council: Survey of School Choice 2007  
  Page 15 

Influences on the Choice of Primary School  

2.5 Respondents were next requested to rank from most important to least important  seven 
factors which may affect the  primary school they choose to send their child(ren) to.  The 
issues were; 

¶ Another child already at the school 

¶ Distance from your home 

¶ Quality of education 

¶ Ease of access/transport to school 

¶ Main language used in the school 

¶ Class sizes 

¶ Quality of school buildings/facilities 

 
2.6 Unsurprisingly, a majority (71 %)  of respondents ranked the quality of education as being the 

most important influence on th eir school choice for their child.  The main language used in 
school was ranked fourth of the seven factors , making it a fairly important consideration .  
Overall, the ease of access and transport to the school was regarded as being least 
important . 

 

Rank  Issue  

Most important 1  Quality of education 

 2 Class size 

 3 Distance from your home 

 4 Main language used in the school 

 5 Another child already at the school 

 6 Quality of school buildings 

Least important 7 Ease of access/transport to school 

Figure  8: Using the number s 1 to 7, please rank the following from most important to least 

important in terms of their influence on your choice of primary school .  Please rank 
them from 1 to 7, where 1 is the most important and 7 is the least important.  By a ll 

respondents  
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Speaking Welsh as a Preference for their Child  

2.7 Figure 9 shows that the majority  (89%) of respondents reported that they would like their 
children to be able to speak the Welsh language.  Meanwhile, 69% (321) of respondents felt 
that th eir child would benefit from a Welsh language education.  

 

 Like Child(ren) to be Able to 

Speak Welsh

No,

11%

(59)

Yes,

89%

(482)
  

Figure 9:  Would you like your child(ren) to be able to speak Welsh and do you feel that your 

child(ren) would benefit from a Welsh lan guage education?  By all respondents   

 

 


